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PRET AC E 


This work which is here exhibited the public, is cheerfully submitted to 
their candid inspection. If in the consequence of a singularity of taste there 
are some trifling deviations (in the music which is original) from the 
grammatical rules of composition, it is hoped that they will view them 
with complacency. 
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Uri K. (Keller) Hill (1780-1844) was born in Stockbridge Mass. to Fred- 
rick and Abigail (St. John). Uri married Nancy Hull in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, They couple had two, possibly three, children: Ureli Cirelli born 
in1802 (founding director of the New York Philharmonic); George Handel 
in 1809; and possibly a third son born about 1810. Uri and Nancy 
separated in 1810. Ureli went to live with his father. 


Hill was primarily a composer and arranger of tune books. However, he 
also advertised himself as a piano tuner, and a vocal and instrumental 
teacher. In addition to voice, he taught violin, cello, viola, and the Ger- 
manflute. 


At the age of 21 years, Vermont Harmony I was Uri’s first publication. 
Four others would follow: 4 number of Original Airs, Duetto’s and Trio’s 
(1803); The Sacred Minstrel (1806); The Handelian Repository (1814), 
and Solfegio Americano (1820). His publications traced his journey from a 
rural psalmodist to a sophisticated New York musician. 


Seven original Uri Hill tunes appear in Vermont Harmony I. These tunes 
certainly speak well of the musical skills of his youth. In addition, music 
of his fellow American psalmodists, such as Morgan, Swan, Edson, Wood 
and Billings appear as well. Two somewhat unusual psalmody pieces are 
the final two in this book: CAMBRIDGE by Giardini, who was said to be 
able to compose music in any genre; and FUNERAL ANTHEM by 
William Billings. Billings, without a doubt, wrote the words to his tune as 
well...they are very moving. 
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